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ever been. Bound by no restrictions, and owing allegiance only to
our readers, W€ shall make it our honest endeavour to promote

camping and its allied activities for the benefit of everyone- 2
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every type of camper — whether he, or she, uses a caf, cycle or
scooter, OF travels on foot, and regardless of whether camping forms
part of another outdoor activity such 28 hiking, rock-climbing of

1t will be our aim to help readers with their problems; to
provide them with ideas for getting the best from their camping
to review and report on DEW equipment 5 0 inspire them with
accounts of holidays under canvas here and abroad ; and, of
course, to present the solid facts and news which the up to date

camper needs.

Backed by all the resources of a modern large-scale publishing
group, POPULAR CAMPING will be in the fortunate position of being
able to provide camping with a pnwerful yoice which, matched by
the growth of camping itself, cannot fail to ensure 2 new era of

development and opportunity @ the advantage of every camper.
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TOWING TECHNIQUES
FITATOW BRACKET

ELECTRICS EXPLAINED

What came after the Igloo tent?
Everything! o« e curescoe

In 1954 they called it 8 revolution -
he Igloo Tent. It stil
cvolition, More tents,

60s is the PTC Igloo - an early inflatable.
These ‘pneumatic’ tents first appeared in
the 1930s, believe it or not, a good 80 years
before Vango launched its groundbreaking
AirBeam range.

Foreign package holidays were starting
to take off in a big way in the 60s, and the
camping world was keen not to miss out on
the new craze for overseas travel. Sun, sea,
and sangria were tough to compete with
but as one magazine advert pointed out,
with a tent you could take your “desirable
accommodation” with you in the boot of
your car. “A new vista is opened up,” said
the ad. “The world is your oyster. That
continental holiday you've dreamed about

ear.
‘hole” range of quality
saplag oqipsiscat. il from BT

EVEN IF YOU DON'T OWN AN Al
YOU CAN OWN A VANGO TENT...

Yes-camping by airrafc would be un, bu the VANGO range 1 designed fo “Me
214 Hrs Everybody” fo fmly amping-—gay and crouble

LooK AT THESE FeATORES . ual Lichr anp compacr
eas you i Arron o *MBDERN SPACIOUS LAYOUT
Fie VANGO "VISTA DELUXE" (above) has a hrge lounge area at the f

tent with ful lengeh piccure windows in cransparent P.V.C. giving plenty of light
yet full protection In bad weather.

e has a divided Inner Tent 7fc. wide by 10f. deep and costs £69 19 6d.

Send for illustrated brochure on the full ra

VANGO (SCOTLAND)LTD., 356 AMULREE STREET, GLASGOW E22

«r

The Castel folding table and ln":hx
Ghair ae excellnt cxamples of the
doral_a design

It’s tempting to think of camping furniture
as a new invention of the “glamping” era, but
even back in the sixties, kitchen units were

Send for full

s il it . . - . o
W;n“““'!“;’m;m“:p'fc::::’éé Seadfor an important part of your family camping can become a reality because camping is the

kit. The Kamp Kitchen for example was ideal
for storing your Spam, Heinz Salad Cream
and tins of mulligatawny soup.

To the modern camper, perhaps the most
surprising tent you'll see on the pages in the

cheapest way”.

For “10 guineas” a week (around £150
today), a family of four could enjoy a week
in a “luxuriously appointed” three-roomed
tent at one of 10 top European sites.

Slecping Bags and Quilts exceptionsly
well made with either man-made
o St g, Wide nge of scracive

T

The sign of camping comfort
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1961, but it wouldn’t be long. Just a few M P by bbby Bukaa Every teem s made to
days before our first issue appeared on the v m\, e
designs and low budget prices make Bukta the

newsstands, John F Kennedy was sworn in
as president of the USA. Later in the month,

right choice for you now!

REAL CAMPING COMFORT

llustrated below is the new LOMOND LUXE CDNVEI‘I’IBLE a sleeping bag which sets

stindard of camping eomfort
the Beatles performed at the famous Cavern s ,g:g‘;,";,p"‘r;,,j;,“ji o

LENE and covered in TRICEL. This

Club in Liverpool under that name for the
first time and the classic 60s TV show The
Avengers hit the small screens.

In the camping world, tents were divided
into two camps, as it were. Families stayed
in canvas frame tents — big and bulky and
difficult to transport and pitch — while solo
campers and couples opted for ridge tents —
much smaller, traditional-shaped tents with
room to sleep and little else. Brands like
Bukta, with links going back as far as the
Boer War, dominated the market.

For the most part, tents weren’t much
different in price to today - costing around

£30 (more than £400 in today’s money). A fully

equipped trailer tent could set you back more
than £300, the equivalent of £4,300 today.
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Great tents for
outdoor people

Robert Saunders arein constant dialogue

When we started making tents in the 601
most manufacturers were stil using out-

whether he's a weekend hillwalker or
sarious mountaineer.
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lightweight tents — offering various
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SUPER 70s

The 1970s was the decade that fashion
forgot. Flared trousers so voluminous

you could camp in them, clumpy shoes

and massive sideburns were everywhere,
including the pages of Camping (the Popular
was dropped from our title in 1970).

Among the tents for sale in camping
retailers like Blacks were offerings from the
likes of Vango, Lichfield, Marechal, Jamet,
Raclet and OBI. Not to mention the slightly
dubious-sounding Europleasure range,
whose advertising featured scantily clad
‘dolly birds’ puffing away on cigarettes and
boasted of Bell End extensions.

Tent technology had progressed, with
materials like nylon and polyester taking
over from heavy cotton and canvas and
aluminium poles replacing wood. Tents
were now lighter, easier to put up and more
weather-resistant.

You might think of the 70s as a time when
camping was much simpler and cheaper than
it is today, but that wasn't really the case. A
six-berth ‘Family Luxe’ frame tent by Blacks
of Greenock would have set you back £195
- which doesn’t sound too bad until you
consider that would equate to around £1,600
in today’s money.

The cost of a camping pitch was generally
much cheaper than today, though. Many
sites didn’t charge at all for a tent and would
simply charge you per person. At Byrness
Camping Club in Northumbria, for instance,
campers paid just 18p per night — around
£1.50 today.

Sometimes it’s hard to see why particular
innovations catch on and others don’t. The
Campajet was a fresh water pump system
that allowed you to have running water in
your tent, rather than having to pour from
a large container. Not a bad idea, you might
think, but not one that has really stood the
test of time.

Camping with dogs is always a
controversial issue and it seems it’s nothing
new. Back in 1975, Camping magazine
correspondent, E Waring, from Liverpool
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TOP QUALITY TENTS
AT PEGGED DOWN
PRICES. g
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Family holidays can be [| acomon saaponte Aaryoctme e pimaren pace sy

reth y
even camping holidays. But you
can keep things well within
bounds if you choose a
“Lichfield” tent.

British designed and
constructed, to give many years
of hollday enjoyment, tents from

“Lichfield'”range combine
amamwe pricing with the
highest material specification.

jpfrontandsice verticalwabed kichen oxtension, ventited |
complete wihcurtains and a practical and atractved sun
‘canopy in front which sets the tentof t dvantage.

[— ]
conSontlo by e |
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Why ot see the whole range of “Lichfield” tents in our
full colour!

(surely not rugby commentator Eddie
Waring?) was concerned at the need to

clean up after dog owners. We presume he
meant clean up after the dogs rather than the
owners. As he pointed out, “Even the most
avid dog-lovers should realise the health
hazard created by man’s best friend”.
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No: FOR TENT TESTS AND CAMPSITE REVIEWS

Family tents tested

We compate Six vis-a-vis domes

AWAS
ENVELOPED IN
A STRANGE

Tuscany
Cheddar Gorge
Hadrian’s Wall%

NEW TENT
FOR 2002

Christmas
GIFT IDEAS

TOURING

Vendée, France

The Lleyn Peninsula

TESTED

Six two-berth semi-geodesic tents

PLUS NEWS & PRODUCTS ILLUSTRATED TENTFILE CAMPSITE REVIEWS MRS

TOWING WITHOUT TEARS
'W}iERE TO CAMP: PAGES OF IDEAS

CAMPING ON MID-PRICE | Lake Dlstnct
TWO WHEELS 7 : Bﬁ’%’s%‘%"”"“\ | Cornwal
WHO SAYS N e - La Rochelle, F rance’
YOU CAN’ T TAKEIT 1 / ||/ The damping quides
WITH You! s et b | to your best #rip eyer
i e e T2

PLUS - FREE 8-PAGE SITEGUIDE PULL-OUT e

SHE REVIEWS ILLUSTRATED TENTFILE

Agents: Sunside Ltd. - Kglc, Smarts Centre - Sunbridge - Kent TN14 6ED - Tel. 01959 56

The eighties was the era of beige cars, giant
mobile phones and big shoulder pads. But it
wasn'’t all bad news.

MK 8( S

Camping was as popular as ever and was
starting to become even more accessible
for families. While specialist outdoor shops
were still the main source for camping
equipment, high street stores were starting
to get in on the act with lower-cost gear.

So while you might go to Taunton
Camping, Field and Trek or Tiso to pick
up something from Vango, Saunders, The
North Face, Wild Country or Ultimate, you
now also had the option to visit your local
branch of Argos instead.

Camping accessories were also becoming
more user-friendly, although many of the
“lightweight” rucksacks on the market were
more akin to small refrigerators than today’s
compact models.

Lightweight tent innovator Bob Saunders

is a legendary name in British camping. In
1985 he launched one of his most famous
models, the futuristic Space Packer.

OIGITH

With the end of the
century looming, camping
was beginning to undergo
changes in the 90s.

Family camping was
becoming far more
accessible than it had been
in the past. Bulky frame
tents were on the way out
and being replaced with
large dome tents, that were
much easier to transport
and pitch.

Flicking through the
pages of Camping magazine
it’s surprising how many
recognisable names
there were among the
manufacturers. Vango,

outandaboutlive.co.uk/camping
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Khyam, Sunncamp, Vaude, Wild Country,
Outwell and Coleman are still with us but
others like Saunders, Ariel, Freeman and
Congquest have fallen by the wayside.

Surprisingly, tent prices haven't really
changed that much in the last 20 years - a
Sunncamp Globetrotter dome tent cost
around £399 in 1998 while frame tents
started at around £180.

Khyam introduced the Ridgi-Dome range
of easy-pitch tents in 1998, using the unique
‘quick erect system’. The tents ranged from
two-berth to 10-berth and were advertised
as providing increased height and storage as
well as being simple to put up.

The internet was in its infancy in the late
90s but camping was beginning to make its
mark online. Apparently, in 1998 there were
1,200 mentions of ‘camping’ on the world

Please rush to me
datals on the Khyam
Radgi-dome range of
quick evect tents !!!

COME AND SEE THE NEW KHYAM RIDGI-DOME ...

wide web (a Google search today throws
up around three billion!). A mag feature on
this baffling new world warned: “Although
messages are usually genuine, some can be
hostile, racist, pornographic and bigoted.”
Some things never change...

Naturism was a big thing in 1998 (careful
now — Ed) and even Camping got in on
the act, with a four-page feature of nudist
camping in France - but don’t worry, there’s
no chance of the current editor stripping off
for the cameras.
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Great new look this month for the UK's oldest camping magazine!

c Not for backpackers and family campers @)

ek

CAMPING WITH KIDS TIPS FOR THE PERFECT SUMMER GETAWAY
E= vw.campingmagazine.co.uk [l

44y 2948340
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o tnt worth something for f/t PERFECT e ldces o oot elong
( Howto o the ight
the weekend ﬂ\) ey Tyt
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Revealed: this year's best
newtents and camping gear

destind
Shoriters 8f wanvickshire $+soaking Up the s
nq'skie at night

DELIGHTS -

TRAVEL | OUTDOOR SKILLS | GEAR TESTS | CAMPSITES

S CORNWALL
A Tuxury break.
unider canvas

THE KNOWLEDGE
I pages of top tips, expert . LU SN PIIE)
3 advice and reviews. All the winners in the
Editor’s Choice Awards.

[NEW GEAR]

« Inflatable family tents

« Duffel bags and holdalls
« Lightweight camping kit

WALKING COUNTRY
Take a hike in the
Shropshire Hills

YEARS OF

<=) [HE NEW MILLENNIUM

It seems a bit strange to describe the 2000s as
history. After all, it was just a couple of years
ago, wasn't it? No way, that’s impossible... 20
years ago, you say! Where has the time gone?
It might not seem that long ago, but
camping has changed a fair bit even in the
last two decades. There were plenty of
familiar names in the shops, like Sunncamp,
Khyam, Outwell, Easy Camp, Vango and
Coleman. But while tunnel tents are now the
most common style of tent on UK campsites,
back in the early 2000s, domes were by far
the most popular family tent around.
Tunnels were slowly coming onto the
scene and that coincided with a move away
from smaller tents. Family tents in all styles
were starting to become hugely popular. Or
just huge. As the editor of this very magazine
pointed out: “In recent years there has
been a tendency for campers to think small
and compact, but there does seem to be a

adventure \|
‘starts
here

Rediscover the Great

Www.wynnster.co.uk

COVERS YOU FOR THE GREAT OUTDOORS

Q Wita

aboat camping!

At Woburn's very own Willel outdoor camping centre
set in the grounds of Woburn Abbey in Bedfordshire

c Free parking
Up 0100 units including tents on display

@ ):[(“wwp /
Woburn Parl, Woburn, Bedfordshire MK17 9PG. 01525 290 477
www.tonywildcamping.com
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bit of a wind-change taking place. Several
manufacturers now offer 12-berth family
dome tents and there are even one or two
family tents with 15 and 16 berths!” The
mind boggles...

And speaking of mind-boggling family
camping, hats off to reader, Michele Walden
and her husband. They wrote in to tell us
about the wonderful camping holidays they
were having with their kids... nine-year-
old twin boys and five-year-old triplet girls.
The phrase, “rather you than me” has never
seemed more apt!

It makes a change for costs to go down
while quality goes up, but that's what was
happening with tents in 2003. Outwell’s six-

berth Hartford (a three-bed dome) cost £299,

while Gelert’s top-of-the-range Satellite

6 Deluxe was on sale at £330. As Camping
editor of the day, John Lloyd, said: “It’s fair
to say there’s never been a better time to buy

a tent.”

In the spring of 2003, Yeomans opened
a new store in Northampton, taking the
number of branches around the UK to 50.
The new shop was a bit of a departure,
featuring a display of more than 60 tents.
Meanwhile, Sheffield-based retailer CCC was
planning a new concept store in Coventry.
Go Outdoors would open the following year.

In 2011 - the year I became editor of this
magazine — Vango launched the AirBeam
range of inflatable tents, which have helped
revolutionise camping and opened it up to so
many more people.

Finally, how do you describe a tent that
has a dome area for living/sleeping and a
tunnel for storage? A “dunnel” apparently.
suspect this was the brainchild of the same
stupid idiot who later dreamed up glamping
and staycation. Or “stidiot” as they'd probably
prefer to be called.

N NENRNE ‘\\\“..

Youw've fiad some Fun in youwr Dome|frame tent...
Now wouldn’t you like...

CONVAY

Teailer Tonts & Folding Compers

<.To sleep on a comfortable mattress!

<..To sleep off the ground away from the damp!

e <A builtin cooker for that early morning bacon sandwich and cuppal
01257 254535 £ . 3
+..To have all your camping gear neatly stowed in your trailer!

o be the envy of the campsite!

+..To have peace of mind with a British-builk product that's No.1 in the industry!
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